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Transfiguration of Our Lord – A February 26, 2017   Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Today’s Gospel reading closes out the season of Epiphany, which means that Lent will begin this 

Wednesday.  So if you feel that what you just heard is taking you in a new direction: well, it is. 

The event of the Transfiguration is kind of hard to get our heads around. In spite of it being 

recorded in all three of the “synoptic” gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), we understand it as 

the ultimate manifestation (or epiphany, if you will), as Jesus is pictured with a kind of radiance 

that the three disciples who accompanied Jesus had to know something special was going on. 

More than that, we read that Moses and Elijah, two of Israel’s greatest figures, appeared along 

with Jesus, and they were talking together.  

Of course, we will never be able to answer the “how” questions of this account; or for that 

matter, all of the “why” questions we might have. But this isn’t about us, at least, yet.  It’s about 

Jesus and his ministry being validated by God. It’s a sign that Jesus is, in fact, God’s own: “my 

Son, the Beloved.”   

How did we end up here?  We’ve spent quite a few weeks in Matthew’s gospel, and as you might 

recall, when we left off last week, we were in Chapter 5, closing out on “Sermon on the Mount.” 

Now, we’ve jumped ahead to Chapter 17; and while we skipped across to this account, we 

hopped over Peter’s confession, when he called Jesus, “the Messiah, the Son of God.” We 

missed Jesus’ words about his ministry leading him toward his own death, Peter chastising Jesus 

in denial that something so horrible could be happening, and Jesus rebuking Peter for trying to 

distract and tempt Jesus away from his ultimate mission. 

Yet Jesus chose Peter, along with James and John, to accompany him up “a high mountain”—a 

location that seems to be “biblical code” for an encounter with the holy. It is there that this 

transfiguration takes place. It is there where Jesus is seen with two of the greatest figures in the 

history of God’s people: Moses—symbolizing the law, and Elijah—representing the prophets. 

This story becomes the pivot point in the story of Jesus; because he is now setting his sights to 

Jerusalem, where his predictions about suffering and death will play out. Not surprisingly, this is 

the hinge event where the season of Epiphany meets the season of Lent in our church calendar. 

We say our last “alleluias” today, meet on Wednesday to have ashes rubbed on our foreheads, 

and feel changes in the way we will be worshiping over the next six weeks. 

This is the moment where we still have one foot in Epiphany while the other is about to step into 

Lent. Like the journey Jesus and his disciples must face, we would prefer to stay in this moment 

of glory, rather than move into a season of repentance and the shadow of the cross. 

For each of us, it is a reminder that life places us in these pivotal moments where we don’t really 

want to go.  It’s often easier to stay in what is familiar than to step into the unknown. Throughout 

history, people have found themselves at the crossroads, and the uncertainty that comes with 

having to make choices, or go down a journey that we hadn’t exactly planned. In many cases, we 

proceed with a mixture of fear and hope. The change of seasons, the journey into a new part of 

life—these things come to us, ready or not. Career change, aging, illness, birth, death, personal 

tragedy, new leadership (locally or nationally) — all impact us and bring us into new unknowns. 
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And what we need is assurance that we’ll get through this change, this disruption in our lives, 

and somehow move forward, rather than remain frozen in fear. 

In today’s account, we not only hear that God’s affirmation of Jesus, but also that affirmation 

that God loves us more than we think we deserve or can imagine.  In the Transfiguration 

narrative, we find promise in the words spoken to Peter, to the disciples, and by extension, to us. 

“This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!” God’s wisdom comes to us in the one we call God-

with-us. This is the Beloved, Emmanuel: his words are the compass to help us find our direction. 

Then Jesus tells those he loves: “Get up” (literally: “be raised”), and “Do not be afraid.”  

As individual members of the Body of Christ, and as the people called together under the name, 

Emmanuel, we are listen to him, we get up from this place, and we move forward, outward, on 

our way in the journey—remembering that the God of our past and our present is the God of our 

future. In the midst of fear and uncertainty (which we all have), we know that God has the last 

word. That is the pivotal point where we feel the assurance to move forward in the journey. 

Freed by that Good News, we are able to be and to recognize in others God’s beloved.  As 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, we are privileged to share our gifts in this community. Today it has 

been our special honor to present the Outer Banks Relief Foundation with a token of our love to 

help them help others.  Through the people we help, and together with those with whom we are 

privileged to partner in service, we see the face of God and experience God’s unbelievable 

generosity. 

We give witness to God’s abundance with our hands and our feet and our hearts, in the 

confidence that we can be (to borrow from Peter’s letter): a lamp shining in a dark place, a 

powerful and prophetic word, men and women moved by the Spirit: living signs that God’s love 

is making itself known.  Amen. 

 


